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momentous proclamation of November, 1918 ... Great as
the diversity of sentiment in various sections of the Arab
world in regard to many matters — religion, politics and
the like — there is the completest unanimity in regard to
one point, the passionate love of liberty which is charac-
teristic of the Bedouin stock to which not only the people
of Syria but the bulk of those of Mesopotamia belong by
origin.l
It is not too much to believe that even if the 'Iraqi officers in
Syria had stood aside from the post-war Nationalism in Iraq,
the Movement under the leadership of those in the country and
activated by internal forces would have eventually burst into
open rebellion. It must not be overlooked that everywhere in
the East the belief in the right of European Powers to govern
and to dominate no longer carried the same weight as it had
done previous to the war. Replacing it was the democratic
theory of the consent of the governed which, largely through
the efforts of the Great Powers themselves, had come to mean
Self-Determination of all peoples. To the influence which the
new theory exerted may be attributed the partial cause of the
Nationalist outbursts in Egypt in 1919, the disturbances in
India, the Anglo-Afghanistan Agreement of 1919, the risings
in the Rif, the resistance of the Turks under Mustafa Kamal to
the Allies, as well as the insurrection of 1920 in clraq.
Full use of the Arab's love of liberty, of his pride in his race,
blood, language and history was made by the Nationalist
leaders. These included, in addition to those vWho had taken
part in the pre-war Movement, such as Yusuf as-Suwaidi,
Shaikh Ahmad, Shaikh Da'ud, Muzahim Beg and Hamdi
Beg Pachahji, others whose Nationalism had been of a more
recent growth. England's history as an imperial Power and
every trace of evidence, relevant and irrelevant, pointing to
India's desire to colonize 'Iraq, were recalled in opposition to
the concept of a free Arab people, with a long and rich past,
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